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What’s poppin pynks?! Gia
It's Finite Zine's first anniversary so we're rfight

back at.it again for a new issue! | know, | know;™.
) we've been gone for a while.. The Finite Zine and
- Finite Fam as a whole is our passion project, so -
even if ‘we get exhausted sometimes, we will
always tome back because this wiil always have a
- place in'our hearts. Side note, | fucking love writing
. _these editor notes, lt*\s like a dlary and is therapeutlc
Thanks for readlng i:pese too! St

& 'lf you ‘'ve been wa ’un& for us, thank you for waiting,
we're here and we I‘aue a lot in store for you.
- of vou're-new here, wel.come to the Finite Zine! We
;hope yot like it here as u{\uch as.we like doing these

g

o8 ¥ y; \
SRR { 'Su'g;i‘er ‘s'toked becauselwe've got two metalcore
- royaities sharing our cover stories on this mega
‘comeback issue: While She Sleeps and Beartoot-?'
. Find your next fa\.\ orite bands'and/or learn‘mose
VL about them in our in Depth section, we’ve got
ST mterwews with sofrie madly brilliant fbands and
(YL - some of our personal picks with the likes of Lotus
| 141 Edfer, Dieamshade, 'Galleons, TrueShot, and many
N4 4 imore! D[d | mention we have album rewnws along
with new features or; this one too?!\ Jeli» we do, so

Karen Gopzalez
. Editor-in-Chiei
Nl }
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WHILE SHE SLEEPS

"SLEEPS SOCIETY' IS OUT NOW,
WE DISCUSS IT HERE!

BEARTOOTH

GET BEHIND ALL ABOUT THE
METALCORE VETERANS'
UPCOMING ALBUM 'BELOW"

34 rowTo:?

HOW WE DO STUFF!

o 32 TR ANNALYNN

DIVING DEEP TO ANNALYNN'S
NEW RECORD

- L Jeoiiclols

RELEASES!
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FF: TELL US ABOUT YOUR NEWLY RELEASED RECORD ‘A PALE BLUE DOT'. WHAT IS ITS THEME
AND WHAT ARE ITS MAIN INSPIRATION/S LYRICALLY?

Thetitle was obviously inspired by Carl Sagan's famous book "Pale Blue Dot". We were looking
for something that contained the meaning of both the importance and the futility of life as
we know it. A distant look at humanity and our planet as a whole. Everything that is
important to us on earth is so insignificant out there in the Universe. In this new album
people will find something new and unusual. | believe the mix of melody, heaviness and
uplifting lyrics will grab the attention of different music scenes as it encompasses
everything that has influenced us in the past and continues to inspire us in the present. |
find that sometimes, despite the complexity of the way we write songs, the musicand lyrics
enter directly into you, %Iving you a full thrill and energy. Music and lyrics come from our
experiences, personal reflections and our moods. Let's say that it is a need to communicate
what we feel to other people and what better way than to do it through this powerful tool? |
think it's a way to get to people's hearts and share experiences, a kind of reason to keep
living life to the fullest and a safe place to always come back to when something goes wrong
“in the world out there".

-
FF: UPON TS RELEASE, 'A PALE BLUE DOT' HAS ALREADY MET WITH MUCH CRITICAL ACCLAIM.
DID YOU EXPECT THE KIND OF RECEPTION IT RECEIVED WHEN YOU WERE STILL WRITING IT?

I honestly never thought about what people might say and what kind of reactions the new
record might trigger. | remember that the writing process went smoothly, we had such clear
ideas that the songs took shape quickly and immediately convinced us completely. I felt
there was the right harmony and perfect chemistry between us during the recording
sessions. It was certainly hard and tiring work but we enjoyed the moment without thinking
about what would come next. For sure, receiving so much positive feedback made us really
happy and made it clear that all the effort made sense.

FF: WHAT ISTHE MOST SIGNIFICANT AND MEANINGFULTHING ABOUT ‘A PALE BLUE DOT' FOR
You?

In addition to the meaning behind the title and the importance of communicating our
emotions to the public, it is an album that encompasses 15 years of career. Asound path that
has characterized our sound over the years and is constantly evolving. It is having more
awareness of still having something to say and express and new boundaries to reach. A
confirmation of the Factt?mtwe are lucky enough to be able to use musicto reach the soul of
our fans and thus be part of their lives. I think this record kicked off a new chapter of
Dreamshade with a new idea of making music and a stronger line up than ever.

FF: YOUR SOUND HAS A LOT OF ELEMENTS IN IT THAT MAKES IT UNIQUE, HOW WOULD YoU
DESCRIBE YOUR SOUND AND HOW DO YOU FORM IT?

Ithink the new record is a great return. Something we have been looking for a long time. The
way we wrote the new songs was an experience that took the band to the next level.

We have always enriched our music with ewmhingwe like without having limits. A constant
search for sounds that distinguish us and make us feel fully satisfied with what we do. In fact,
each song contains elements that the listener will be able to discover listen after listen. Ifind it
really interesting to be able to offer music that doesn't stop only at the first listen but that eve
time surprises you and makes you want to listen again and immerse yourself in our sound.
This makes our songs a constant astonishment.

FF: WITH THE RISE OF MANY ALTERNATIVE BANDS IN THE SCENE TODAY, WHAT DO YOU THINK
MAKES DREAMSHADE DIFFERENT/STAND OUT FROM THE REST?

1 believe that | Ihe evolution of our music has grown in step with us, Over the years we have
learned to open up to other musical genres and learn from them. Always wanting to push
ourselves further and the constant search for our own sound have made sure that our music
matures from every point of view. We don't want to label ourselves and we always try to
work in the most unique and recognizable way possible.

One really amazing thing about this project is helng able, as a musician, to look back on all
of our releases and be really pro;d of every song we've released. Itis us uallysomethmg vety
nare.

FF: ASIDE FROM THE SUCCESSFUL RECORD, WHAT ELSE CAN YOUR LISTENERS EXPECT FROM
THE BAND IN THE NEAR FUTURE?

Who knows? | believe that the beauty of Dreamshade is precisely knowing how to surprise.
We constantly want to grow and always take our music to the next level. We like to experi-
ment, to make our sound richerand more unique. With each chapter we always want to push
ourselves to the limit and go beyond all expectations. We want to surprise the listener and
give him an ever greater and more exciting experience. We always look to the future as an
opportunity to improve and seek more and more a sound that sets us apart from the rest. We
are already working on some new material and are super excited. So stay tuned ;)

finitefam.com I "5
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i} 2016 withfougkdebut§single
Cr the release Fib Selfitit -E}FE!
2018 we released Branded and thén'announced signing
10 HopelesSiRecords with BreaKifRinkthe¥samelyeas
2019 was th€year of Social Hazard¥oursecond EP.Late
2019 saw us rtﬂg_;_se our stand a[_mgl‘éﬁecon l}
None. In 2020 wereleased Narco. 'ﬁighf_'ri_'owﬁ vk |
saw us announce'our new beginning With Vermin 3

Our music styl‘:i?is' nown as ‘Gloom Metal""Our own’
genre so to speaks - o \Y -
, \F )
“"FF: LAST MONTH, YOU RELEASED YOUR NEW SINGLE
~'VERMIN', WHICH YOU HAVE ANNOUNCED AS THE “NEW
BEGINNING". CAN YOU TELL US MORE ABOUT THIS
TRACK? WHAT IS THE INSPIRATION BEHIND THE HAUNTING
MUSICVIDEO FOR IT?

Vermin is the 2nd single from our debut record that
has yet to be announced. This song is pain, sorrow, anger
and disappointment in an audiowsua?format. Creating
this song was as therapeutic as it was heartbreaking.

The video was created with the word 'disgusting’ in our
minds throughout. We wanted to take whoever watches
the video to the same place we felt when we wrote the
lyrics. We were disgusted by the racial abuse Cam (our

rummer) had to go;through and we wanted that
emotion to be shown.

FF: WITH YOUR NEW RELEASES, DO YOU THINK YOU'VE
FOUND YOURTRUE SOUND OR IS CONSTANTLY EVOLVING
IT PART OF THE BAND'S PLAN?

We will be constantly evolving and incorporatin
different noises and genres into our collective sound.
We wouldn't want to restrict our writing in any way at
all so in my eyes anything is on the cards, if that means
revisiting some old stuff too then fuck it!

FF: HOW DOES THE CONCEPTUALIZATION PROCESS OF
YOUR SONGWRITING AND BRANDING GO? WHAT IS
SOMETHING YOU WANT YOUR LISTENERS TO GRASP AND
FEEL WHEN THEY LISTEN TO LOTUS EATER?

All songs are different really some will start with a
sound, an idea, a riff, or sometimes even an image or

wherpwriting te
Solndebig'z -

iand almost claus
!iif‘[:mt]ﬂ"_ g and
thesuncanny valley3W
'we_want'them to fee

“we want you to enjoy. hele: _ ad we want
you to know that you're _no’t:a one and we've got you.

' I‘:F:"ﬂHAT‘S YOUR PROUDEST MOMENT AS A BAND SO

iliustration tha@inspiresea thought. There's a fine line
T G het?ween making the song
(yibualso uncomfortably compact
i0hwe think the same goes for
Qe sit quite comfortably in
people listen to Lotus Eate
ey can be themselves;

ol're’angry we wantyou'ta letit out, if you'rethapp
joy the’energyAlf you're sad We wan

FAR? WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO KEEP MAKING MUSIC?

Proudest moment so far was sitting down for the first
time and listing to the new record we recorded front to
back. It's a journey of so many emotions and we can't
wait to be able to talk about it more.

We keep making music because of the support of the
The Lotus Eater family, Gloom Worldwide. The band
wouldn’t be here without the people who support it
and we will never ever forget that.

FF: WHAT'S YOUR ADVICE FOR ASPIRING MUSICIANS?
WITH THE RISE OF MANY YOUNG HEAVY ACTS, WHAT
DOES IT TAKE TO BREAK THROUGH IN TODAY’S SCENE?

We have seen so many small bands with amazing
catchy and heavy tunes, but as soon as you look them
up online after the show rou see they've got a song, a
video and a Emmo pic all captured on an iPhone, and
it's such a shame to see fqreat potential wasted like
that, we guess the word of advice for that would be to
maintain a level of professionalism on all aspects of the
band and don't just focus on one. Also you should hire
people to help; there are so many amazing professional
photoHraphers,f. videographers, producers out there
that all wanna get involved as much as you do!

We also think the key is to have something different
that no other band offers, it could be incredible production
on your record, it could be genre breaking songwriting,
it could be an amazing live sﬁow. But you need something
big to grab attention otherwise it's far to easy to get lost
in the sea of bands in the scene.

finitefam.com
ISSUE NO. 008
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The band started with Lucas and Justin
aspiring to create a band after playing
Misery Business by Paramore on Guitar
Hero; ‘World Tour". Molly joined after the
original guitarist pulled out before a show,
and they knew she played guitar so asked
her to fill in. That night they asked her to
be a permanent member! A few years later
when Merry moved down from NSW and
got to know the others, Justin brought
Merry into the band and the rest is history!
Our inspirations come from various
backgrounds. From familial inspirations to
famous artists such as Kurt Cobain, Paul
McCartney, and Carlos Santana. These
artists created the basis in which we
aspired to be.

Our producer, Chris Lalic, introduced us to
a group of people within the Metal
industry that really gave us the perfect
foundations to get our music out in the
scene. He taught us the steps and through
networking, we got to where we are today.
Lalic really helped us form the ground for
us to jump into our own skin and show the
industry what our capabilities were.

Fortunately, we are blessed that within the
band, we are all talented songwriters. We
have a very open process with writing, and
we all contribute to the process in the studio.
We each write and we all tweak and assist in
each other's instruments, whether it be a
lyrical line, a drum fill, or a tweak in a solo.
We are all very grateful that we can come
together like-minded and create something
collaboratively.

The most driving factor in us continuing to
create music is how the constant evolution
of music excites us so immensely, and this
pushes us to continue to be innovative and
develop new sounds and feelings that can
add to the vibrance and creativity within the
metal scene. The fact that we get to do this,
along with playing with our best friends, is
just the cherry on top. We weren't just a
bunch of people who wanted to play music
for a living; we were a group of best mates
who had a passion for music and wanted to
create something that represented this.

0eTavia

&V

We believe that our music consists of a
variation of elements within music. We try
to bring our backgrounds into action such
as the Pop, Alternative Rock and Metal
influences to develop our own scene. We
want to bridge this gap between these
genres to create a new platform within the
industry.

With our upcoming EP, we think it will
surprise and engage new audiences. We
decided to take a step outside of the typical
Metal pathway and collaborate with a range
of inspirations to develop a fresh take on
the Metal sound. We think that our listeners
can look forward to experiencing
something we believe is a spin on an
amalgamation of interesting and exciting
artistic ideas and musical concepts.
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FF: HOW DID GALLEONS START AND DECIDED TO MAKE MUSIC AS A GROUP? WITH MEMBERS LIVING IN
ELFEE.'?EE} %lml?zs ruwssm & numml, HOW DO YOU USUALLY WRITE MI.ISIC TOGETHER

rough since | really had no idea what | was doing at tllat point. Qur song M\‘ishing Well In ATow
Of Disbelief' was the first track I'd ever written my own lyrics or melodies for. I've got no backgroun
in musictheory or any formal voal training at all, zutl "ve always found that | learn bestwhen applyin
myself to samethmg “and practically. Iearning over time. We've been around since ahout 201
working on music, but only really decided to start'trying to write more long-form music, like
albums, within the past two to three years. Before that it was kind of just ﬁgunn out what th.e

band was and Iearning huw e properly A

For writing music we rnainly Use a program called 'Guitar Pro’ which allows ustn-tab outthe entire

song in MIDI format, from guitars to percussion, We can then hear everything come together much

quicker thanif we were to record a bunch of demo instruments separately and mix them. It basically .

allows us to heara full song that's been written without even recording any Instruments After that
| usually do a vocal dema to the midi file. All the meladies, drums and rhythms are in the song at
that stage, so it's easy enough to sing to. That's become the norm for our writi process. Itallows
me to write demos really fast without having to wait for full instrumentals. E?ter that we record
demoa instrumentals and then move onto full production with an engineer.

FF: HOW'WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THE KIND OF MUSIC YOU MAKE? WHAT MAKES GALLEONS DIFFERENT
FROM OTHER POST-HARDCORE BANDS TODAY?

Honestly | don't really care if people think we're different or not. | just want us to be able to make
good music and for people to like it as much as we do, regardless of what blend of genres or styles
it is. We mostly make music for ourselves and what we'd like to hear or make at any given time.
Sure, we putitout in the world and we hope people like it, but it's first and foremost what we want
to do and write before anything else. We basically just ask ourselves what sound we thinkwe could
try and do well, then go for it. | think we're probably pretty similar to a lot of other post-hardcore
bands, and | wouldn't really know where to begin when being asked what could make us different,

since that's not really up to us. That's up to the listener to decide on what unique part of our band *

they enjoy. Could be the vocals, could be the guitar, could be everything. You never know.

For me personally, | love how the guys [Max & Eugene, our guitarists] compose in general, Even if we

decide to write to a certain theme, style, or emotion, their personality still comes through in their
writing. On this latest album we tried to stick to a very big emotional theme sonically and I really wanted =

the two of them to work together instead of individually on songs, and for the most part that's what
happened. I think the results will speak for themselves once the new album is finally out in the
world, So if | had to choose one unique thing to pick, I'd say itwould be our guy's versatility in writing
and being able to blend pretty much any genre with either post-hardcore or rack. You'll definitely
hear more of that in the future from us.

FF: TELL US MORE ABOUT YOUR UPCOMING SELF-TITLED ALBUM, WHAT IS ITS MAIN THEME AND

WHAT HAVE BEEN THE INSPIRATION/S FOR IT?

People are probably going to. wonder why this album is the one we chose to be our self-titled -
album. Personally, | wanted it to be called ‘Galleans’ because from the outset this album was \risuallsed_ b

and intended to ea turning point for the band, where we focused one hundred percent of our efforts

on working together in writing instead of individually, like on previous albums. This self-titled :
alburn was all about creating one unified idea and theme sonically, and seeing if we'd be ableto
pull that off as a band. Creating a cohesive album can be much harder than it sounds, espedially.

with multiple writers and composers. Max led the thematic and emotional sound for the instrumentals, ~ a sweet and melancholy vi

so Eugene was able to take that and apply itto his own writing. Our screarnlng vocalist Sergey actually
wrote the instrumental for the last song on this album, called 'Casablanca’. It's a song that nat only
fits with the rest of the album but gives a more hopeful and brighter end to the 10 songs, being

Galleons

: umrumae? s 0

il

6 ® galleonsofficial
v Qalleonsmusic

that the 9 songs that come before it are muth darker lhemaln:al ly. This album also includes a lot
- more personal lyrics from myself than what I'd usually write. | think this was kind of my first time
~ venting and trying to reach some sort of catharsis through writing lyrics. I've never really done
' ; e - thatbefore. | don't like to make things about myself any more than [ need to. That's why a lot of

| used to do pretty amateurvocal covers on yomuhe back in 2015, Our guitarist, Max. ameacross
my channel and decided to reach out to me to see if I'd be interested in doing some demos for
tracks he'd written. Those tracks ended up becoming our debut EP'Kodiak Soul', which was incredibly

my writing on Dream Machines and Metropolis is a lot more esoteric and somewhat nonsensical,

1t's because | likewhen | don't have to write about myself haha. But after so long things just bottle

p and there began to be thoughts that | wanted to write about, so | did. As far as a team effort
e, | feel like each member finally got to play an equal role in the creation of one of our albums
the first time. | know I'm incredibly proud of the final result, and | hope the other guys think
he same, l.here{ore it' s self-titled,

FE ‘I’DI_.i’REFﬂIURI_NG SEVERAL NOTABLE VOCALISTS IN THE SCENE WITH THE LIKES OF GARRET RAPP,
PHIL BAYER, AND TOBIAS RISCHE, HOW DID WRITING AND COLLABORATING WITH THEM GO? WHAT
WAHTTOTEM UP WITH THEM?

f the tlme when you're planning featured vocalists, it never goes the way you firstenvision

it.Ina » good way, | mean, So rnan{ unexpected things happen on the road to producing an album,

We've worked on this self-titled album since before our last album, Metmpuils, was even officiall
released in Jan 2020. Back in January 2020 | didn't even know Phil or Tobias on a personal Ie\rer
only as musician's who I'd listened to. It was pretty much just luck that Phil and | got to talking and
became good friends. He got in touch with me to talk about something completely unrelated to
miusic, o at first | had no idea he was the previous vacalist for Time, The Valuator. | didn't realise it
until our second or third conversation when he mentioned it haha. I'd been (and still am} a big fan
of his work in Time, The Valuator and of his voice in general, so it was really lucky that we ended
up talking. That was sometime in mid to late 2020 | believe. Like | said, unexpected things just
happen while making an album, so since | already loved his voice and wanted to work with him on
something, we made that happen. Tobias just happened to be a friend of Phil's and was also available
to work on a track with us at the time. | love Tobias' wark in ALAZKA, so it was just luck again that
Phil happened to be mates with him and was able to put in a good word for us, He honestly went
above and beyond on the track we worked on togethet From screaming to singing, he nailed every -

part we asked of him. Things just kind of took on 'HIEII‘ own life from that point. =

Garret s feature was really the only one we had sumawhat planned out. We knew we wanted a feamml e
vocalist from that "rise-core" era of bands in around 20082015, since that's kind of the inspiration
for the album, but we were having a hard time deciding on who. | was just cycling through my

playlist while at work and The Color Morale came on so | just proposed that we see it Garret would

be available. The Color Morale was, and continues to be, one of my favourite bands of all time. And
like many others, the band and Garret's music helped me deal with a lot of my own thoughts and
emotions when | was a bit younger. It's a little strange to work with a person you've listened to for
so many years but never interacted with. It feels a bit surreal haha. It's incredibly gratifying as
well, though, especially since Garret is just such a genuine and down to earth dude to work with.
It was an absolute pleasure and as a fan of his for so long, it was amazing to hear him singing
something | had wntten 1 |u:rsn|1a||)|I hnpe I getthe chance to \mrk with him again on something
in the future. A g -

Nhile wi r‘;g - tled album we were ‘alrea y abnut 'ID demos into writing our fourth
Ibum, whi mll again sound different to this album. It'll have more of that jazzy and chaetic

. "quality we had in our pie\nuus albums, but tempered with the lessons we've learned from this

- one, Itll probably also have Qquite a bit of ?enre blending, catchy hooks and math-core inspired
“stuff from what we 've written so far. | think

- weird musical influences into more coherent compositions. Kind o

or us it'sall about makin fgc‘mr more underground and

making the sweet and sour

elements of our music playhnﬁ each other, if you get me. | think this self-titled album has more of

e than any of our other work, but for future stuff it ll be about playing

with that balance and seeing what interesting results come out of it.|'d probably just say expect'
things to get weirder but catchier at the same time.

‘r--"
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FF: When and how did Black Coast begin?
Who/what are your main inspirations that
made you starta band?

i
<.

We are Black Coast, are a %p:ece metal baan

forged in the fiery depths of Stoke-on-Trent. We
basically formed from two local bands that?ﬂ
to

" run their course and wanted to take a bani
' the next level.

The early inspirations for us wi bands like
etc, but our sound has ¢
takl’hg influencefrom nu-
Iike P.OD, Korn, Deﬂnnes

\s
a

FF: How does the creative process work within
the band? How do you write songs?

It usually starts 3 ith Joe or Scott writing
full songs, bringing them to practice
just jam them and flesh them out. Charli

then add hislyrics to the ‘music or sof
we will write specific progressions ba

live-driven pr_ocess

P ¥
FF: What do you think are the most important
qualities a band has to have to be successful in

you've been doing to get more noticed?

R G
 Patience, persistence and honesty. If“you're
only in a band to "make it” or just to say that
you're ina band then you'll never be successful’
in the end because people will see through the
“~ bullshit. Being: true to your music andbelieving
in it will keep you going through the shit.
We" JveJust allowed ourselves the time to grow
and mature as a band and not been afraid to try
out nemftm’ngs with the new m,usic

the metal community? What are the effn‘rtsl :

J

¢

FF: A few years from now, where do you see
the band is going? What are your main goals?

Forward. Our main goals are to just keep
moving forward and progressing asa band. To
keep writing good music, playing shows and
enjoying every opportunity we get.

FF: Tell us about your highly received recent
release "Paradise”. What is the story behind
it?

Paradise is about questioning myself - Why
did | think being a certain way, a way that de-
stroyedmyself should be' celebrated? Things
in life do that to everyone at some point and
dependant how people deal with them is how
they move forwards. | honestly almost rev-
elled in this state for so long, thinking the

way that | was being was okay when it was

just making me lose everything around me
slowly but surely. The song is a question and
reflection on trying to break out of these
mindsets and_realising what you actually’
have gotin front of you. You are a person, you
are real, you're not the only one like this and
if you choose to you can change the parts that
want to break you, y

{FF: What can we expect from Black Coast this
\year?

~ A lot more new music and hopefully a few
shows once COVID decides to chill. -
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’\ FF: YOU RECENTLY RELEASED YOUR LATEST SINGLE "DEADBEAT LULLAB
' WHAT WAS THE INSPIRATION BEHIND THIS NEW SONG?

. There are a couple of in_spirifions forthis track!

i Lyrically, | (Richard, the vocalist), wrote it about )
jith my father. When | was 10 yéars old, he entered into a né
~relationship and slowly but surely, abandoned his role asm
it's a track where | am add ressmF that, my feelings about it growing

up, and now, 18 years later, | do forgive him, though our re!
is forever changed, but | don‘t forget about what happened.

ionship

Instrumentally, we wanted to reflect the message, butwe also enjo

- going in numerous directions, but still in the "metalcore” realm. We
are releasing singles and we want each one to be its own entity and -
acclimate the listener into not knowing what to expect from track to
track, at least sonically. 4 i ;

NH 0 i PART O : AND RECORD
SONGS * [ DUR PAND 0 0
KEEF 0 ATED

L
In all honesty. nothing, really, When the pandemic initially hit, we-
" stayed away from one another for about a month, and then, at Adam'’s

house, a "socially-distanced” vocal booth was built to record our _

track, ‘Find Me, I'm Missing’".

What keeps us motivated is all of our internal desire to do somethin
_special with TrueShot. We aren’t 20 year old kids anymore. We all
have lived some life and want to investin something that we feel, at
the end of the day, defines who we aréas people.

We are giving music a "true shot", if"y”oil will Hat g

- T
.

EES%TH LIVE SHOWS BEING POSTPONED, WHAT KEEPS TRUESHOT ¢

So much! We are always busy. In addition to constantly working on
musicin some way, shape or form, we do reaction videos on our YouTube
channel, live stream on Twitch, | host a podcasst for us, ‘The TrueShot
Guest Spot’;, and we also have a Patreon, too, and interact with our
community there! al: : :

L .." € Lo ’ﬂand
ydad.So, * - n_:enta'l’gloh of "wow, |
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. MUSIC AND LYRICS?

TR TR & :
at | aim for lyritally is just writing about myself and my
°u_ iences, or abguf ex{:eri‘en:as of thgose close ¥o me. T at'!i i
refer to write about. With that, | hope it comes acrossas .
ople can identify with the massaqe-and take a
_ nﬂless I'm not the only one”. Whether it's f -
rowing up without parents, _ to substa
u, too, Ljust hope it can be as relata

Dbt e rbe'q#u“‘m for building relationships with those
as e and he . uildin onships with those
whl:::flp ort us. Lrusir.a y-Adam is just ':g li‘?'lcrediblepgsuitar player
and his skills will definitely translate with another section of fans who
are more so into music theory and guitar-related conversations.

I -~ oy

FF: WOULD YOU SAY THAT YOUR SOUND HAS DEVELOPED/CHANGED
SINCE YOUR FIRST EP RELEASE BACK IN 2019?

It has massively. As.most bands will say, when you first get into a
a:oup with people who don't really know, it's always tough to find

at groove initially. I think, from the EP op, we've really started to
find 2 common ground with what our ifiterests are. For examplj

parents addicted to substances, purmil;l]g; :
e

- Adam's favorite bands are August Burns Red and ERRA, Derek (bass
is also a massive ERRA fan, but alsg enjoys stuff like shoegaze an
lo-fi. For me, | really like the heau?, roovy stuff, such as EMMURE,
Left to Suffer, Al |;nlla Wolf. But we also both really love bands such as
As | Lay Dying, Polaris, Spiritbox and Brand of Sacrifice. So, we kind
of (without even thinking of it), start with commonallties, and as a
i:r;g p;:g resses add those unique flavors of our own personai interests .

racks. .

FF: LASTLY, WHAT CAN WE EXPECT FROM TRUESHOT IN THE NEAR
FUTURE?

You can expect tontent, even outside of music. We u“ﬁad videos
daily on our YouTube channel, we stream on Twitch on Monday and -
Saturday evenings, new podcasts each Tuesday and of course, more

* ~ musi¢, music videos and whenguer we are allowed agail;l-SleDWS!
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FF: HOW HAS YOUR JOURNEY BEEN FROM DROWN IN SULPHUR INTO BEING REBORN
AS DEFAMED? WHAT HAVE BEEN THE BEST AND WORSTTHINGS ABOUT IT?

It has been hard.We putalot hard work in Drown In Sulphur (recording, music videos,
merchandise, ideas etc),and at the beginning we were wondering if we were ready to
start all over again. Luckily, a lot of people who worked with us when we were DIS
helped us and everything became easier.

We quickly found great companions and we can say that now we have more connection
between each other, this stimulates our artistic process much more than before. There
is trust, confidence, respect and love. We found ourselves in a much better place and
we can't ask for anything else. Now we're a solid band, and everything’s going better
than we could ever expect.

FF: ISTHE SOUND YOU HAVE RIGHT NOW SOMETHING YOU'RE CONTENT WITH OR ARE
YOU STILL OPEN TO DISCOVERING A DIFFERENT ONE?

We don't like to define our music with just one musical genre. The nice thing about
being in Defamed is knowing how varied and broad our musical culture is. Some of us
don't even listen to metal. We're praud of our work and sound, but obviously we will
always try to put something new in our tracks, to give us and give you something
you'll never be bored with.

FF: WALK US THROUGH THE CREATIVE PROCESS OF WRITING YOUR DEBUT EP ‘AEON".
WHAT WERE ITS MAIN THEME/S AND INSPIRATION?

We have always tried to keep deathcore as the main genre of the project - like with
Drown in Sulphur - but implementing something darker, personal and more energetic
this time. Generally the songs are written by Simone and Max.We write our ideas and
share them with the other guys. Then, it's Norman's turn to add the diums. As soon as
we see that everything goes smoothly, Joshua adds the bass line, drastically improving
the songs. :

Lastly, when there is the "green light" from eu:eryone, Mattia and Simone take care of
the vacal lines. The lyrics are written by Mattia and Simone. They have different writing

styles, Simone often writes about how exiftence can be ended, using a lot of abstract
elements, Mattia prefers to write about something more personal, using a lot of similitudes,
basically there's not a specific theme for "Aeon”, we just wrote what we had in mind!

FF: EVEN AFTER THE FACT THAT DEFAMED HAD TO BEGIN AGAIN FROM SCRATCH AS A
GROUP, ‘AEON" HAS BEEN WELL RECEIVED AND HAD MUCH CRITICAL ACCLAIM. WAS
THIS RECEPTION SOMETHING YOU'VE ANTICIPATED?

If we have to be honest, as soon as we finished recording the EP with our friend and
producer Federico Ascari, we realised that the result was what we had hoped for. We
knew it was something that would be appreciated but not this much. We want to thank
again all our fans for the supportthey are showing us and the positive feedback we are
receiving. We are tremendously grateful.

FF: ULTIMATELY, WHAT IS YOUR GOALAS A BAND?

The first thing we would like to do, is to have the opportunity to get on stage and play
live, as soon as this pandemic ends. This is our very first goal. Also, we can‘t wait to
finally get to meet our fans live; this aspect is very important to us, we always like to
meet new people, make new friends and spend a nice evening together, eating and
drinking.

FF: WHAT DO YOU HAVETO SAYTO YOUR SUPPORTERS, NEWAND OLD, THUS FAR? WHAT
IS SOMETHING THEY CAN ALL LOOK FORWARD T0?

What can we say? We want to thank e\rar}rsinglefg@rson forall yourlovely support. We
are really proud of our work and we really look forward to meeting you all as soon as
possible. We really wouldn't be here without you and we can't wait to bring you more
music.

finitefam.com I "
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Thank you so muchMWe're very happy with people’s re-
sponse to KTM. The songs we made for the EP are products
of the environment and political climate of the count
came naturally to write about the issues that we

.1t
facing daily-gender discrimination, class oppression, go
ernment neglect, impunity. It wasn't really something that

we explicitly planned, and it wasn't something we sought
after. We had all this rage and sadness and anxiety that we
wanted to translate to music, and looking at the root of it
all, it all came down to those ails of our communities. We
first released the demo of "Pulse” in 2018*, and we only
met up and finished the other songs after a year or s0. We
didn't really pressure ourselves to follow a strict timeline
when writing the songs, but once we had enough, we just
decided to record. The process was but mostly fun
because we worked with friends (This'Is Where | Make
Music and Kuwago Nights) who really unde
wanted the songs to be. 3

Before we comment on any issues, it matters km we know
what each of us feels. This gives us a better perspective on
how we can address disagreements in a2 manner that are
objective and grounded. We try to write songs that truly
matter to us. In a way that makes our politics personal to us
as well. When we released "Eat the Rich' a few months in
the first lockdown, we all felt that putting the song out
there wastimely and relevant still a year after the pandem-
icstarted. It's a song that echoes our collective frustration
inthe system and how the pandemic is being dealt with by
the current administration.

We admire a lot of
orating and per
something weal
Choke Cocoi, a

them. We also re:
orating with the
it out there, ima
[cries]

Aside from writing pnlltitally-clmrged songs, we
to participate in communities and events that share
our sentiments and lilea]s. Playing them to an audi-

ence that cares or has'the interest to getinvolved and

become more aware makes all of the effort we give
worth it. We've also been recently a p:
interview and select zines in and
pines. |

/SOCIAL MEDIA:\

\ﬁ W catpukepv

e

long as there's son
and we have the plat
ouse our listeners to s

We're working on several demos at the rrinmeﬁt. Ac-
tually, we were supposed to record a new song just
before the new lockdowns were announced so that
was.a bummer but that's alright because it’s giving
us a little more time to refine the material we have.
We have enough demos for an EP and if things pro-
gress at this pace, who knows maybe we'll be ready to
produce a full-length by next year but that's some-
thing the band will still need to discuss since we want
our catalogue to be cohesive and for each release to
have it's own sound.

finitefam.com I 1
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NOW AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE
STREAM I'T NOW ON VARIOUS MUSIC PLATFORMS



FF: COULD
AND_ HOW,|
WHAT MAG

T DOING ERAPHIC DESIGN?
.TO PURSUE IT/AS A CAREER"

21 was reallyt into photography. Id use Photo Ar

_photos and manipulate things into them.

d to all of thqunols ‘and such - | started ventunrfg
- b

" friends with a lot of Iocal. iands and started to make
prorno? onal art (flyers, heﬁms, ete.) for them. I did that up
until around. 2019 where | them decided to make an

* Instagram for all of my wo arted to get into merch
design and would just po& \gs for fun not thinking *
anything of it. Around. Janua 2020, someone hit me up
and wahted to buy one of the designs | had made for a shg

‘I was in shock because I never: really thought of maki
“money fromiit. When'l saw that my work was gettlng go

. enough to ‘realized that | wanted to do this for IMﬁg
d ing even more to build upWAyear

,;Iateq, I've gained : ton of clients and now h. dream job.

pu USUALLY DRAW
& BOOKS? MUSIC?

YOUR ART S E?

Old\school g e with a modern twist

i

FF:' WHAT Dm IT TAKE FOR A DESIGNER Té HAVE THEIR
GRAPHIC WORK BREAK THROUGH IN THIS DAY AND AGE?
HOW DO YOU MARKET YOUR WORK TO POTENTIAL
CLIENTS? < b

igning everything has pretty much already
ut'when you find your style, it'll become a‘lot_*
4 easier. 22 i

wt

-~ - S e
FF: WHAT IS THE BEST ADVICE YOU-'COULD.GIVE TO
ASPIRING DESIGNERS? HOW DO YOU DEAL WITH
CREATIVE BLOCKS?

KEEP. GRINDING. Make something everyday no matter how
big or small the project may be. Work with smaller
bands/artists/companies to get your foot in the door and
build relationships. Don't compare your success to others’,
Ask yourself why you're getting into designing. As nice as
money is, if that’s all you're after - you'll get burned out fast.
Design because you love it. Being true to yourself and your
work is most important.

g i

“If 'm ever at a standstill and absolutely can't think of

| anything to design, I'll simply take a break to clear my head.

" When I'm ready to take a project back on, scrolling through

art accounts on social media and looking at merch sites
always help a ton.

3l = wHAT S BEEN KEEPING YOU BUSY DURING THIS
PMBEMIC" WHAT'S IN STORE FOR YOU IN THE NEAR
Er'mTURE"
K ”
A lot of my time has gone into experimenting with new art
styles. When I'm not embedded in Photoshop - I'm playing
Vldeo games or hanging in Discord with my friends.

g My hope for the future is to start up my own clothing brand

- ._and make a YouTube channel to teach others everything |
know about designing and the industry from my experience
thus far. | also want to start up a podcast for graphic
designers. May be fun to let off some steam and hang with
fellow artists in the process.

o
L,

—-———
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& #ﬁ,:: “finitefam.com

#}:‘»SUE NO. (o]0} :] 15



!

Sy,

~ FF: WHEN DID YOU STARTTAKING PHOTOS AND AT WHAT POINT DID YOU KNOW
THATYOU WANTED TO DO MUSIC PHOTOGRAPHY OR PHOTOGRAPHY IN GENERAL?

| was given my first camera when | was 18 years old, as a graduation present for

graduating high school. | am a 3rd generation photographer, and | had grown up ~
around cameras all my life. My father would show me his camera and the

pictures he was taking, and his dad (My grandpa) would show me his slides from
Europe inthe 50s and 60's when | was very young. | had always had a sentimental
childhood surrounded with photography. | loved it.

I had played guitar since | was 9 years old, so my love for music and photography
were bound to collide eventually. The first concert | remember photographing
was the Music City Mayhem Awards in Nashville at the Rutledge, 1 was immediately
hooked. | wasafreshmen in college in music city and there were plenty of concerts
to practice on. Soon when | was in my own band, | started photographing the bands
that we played with and met a lot of great people.

FF: LET'S DO A LITTLE GEAR TALK. WHAT ARE YOUR MUST-HAVES FOR CONCERT
PHOTOGRAPHY AS WELL AS STREET AND PORTRAITS?

I started photographing concerts with a canon t3i,Then a canon 6d, thena 6dmykii,
5dmkiii, and now | use a Sony aZiii. The Seny by far has the most dynamic range,

and best low light performance. Its eye tracking and auto focus is phenomenal

as well, and makes it so | can compose the image and be continuously focusing
at the same time. | couldn‘t do that with any canon, but | have not use their new
canon r6 and 15 yet. The Sony a7iii is the same camera | would use for a street.
However, for portraits | would use my Sony a7r4. The higher pixel count on the
a7rd makes it worse for low light so | would not use it for concerts. However, for
portraits the higher pixel count makes it easier to zoom in and makes better for
more meticulous editing and commercial re-touching. My a7r4 is my main

camera for product, E-commerce, ad & Commercial work which is what | have *

been mostly doing since Concerts have stopped due to Covid.

pli{ograpaea

" FF: HOW DO YOU POSITION YOURSELF IN A SHOW? DOYOU CARE ABOUT BLOCKING

THE VIEW? DO YOU GET CLOSE WITH THE BAND DURING A LIVE PERFORMANCE?

When | am in the Photo pit | am constantly Moving. | generally take the first
song to study the movements of the musicians and see how theyare interacting
with the crowd and others. | do this while I am also taking photos, just this is
what | am thinking in the back of my mind. If a guitarist likes to jump, then | will
pay particular attention to them so | can time a shot right. Usually if I have to
shoot at slower speeds, | wait for the second they'd reach their peak in the air.
This is when their legs are moving the slowest and would make For the sharpest
possible image. If you get it when they are still jumping up, or coming back down it
is more likely to be blurry. Ancther general rule | follow is if their guitar is right
handed, | am on their left in the pit, and visa versa. | only do this because | like the
composition best from this angle, it's a personal preference. Other than that, every
venue is different. You eventually come up with your own routine, as you develop
your workflow. | have a different routine with almost every different venue | have
photographed in, but eventually you see the similarities in each ventie and it's
easier to troubleshoot, and know where to go to get the good angles that you or the
band you are working for prefer. But there is no secret formula, you have to put
yourself out there and eventually figure out what works best for YOU. No shortcuts.

The ONLY time | do not care about getting in other people's way, is when the band
personally hires me. | apologize if thissoundsarrogant. But the photographerthat is
hired by the band, is the most important photographer at that show. Thatis my
opinion, but | am firm with it. If you see a photographer that is probably hired by the

- band, you need to make sure you make their job easier and respect their space and

give them room to move. L have been on bothsides of this, and one of the first things
I try to do is identify the band's photographer, so | can be sure to give them space,
and respect theirwork flow. Onething | have done, isif | am photographing a bigger

| band I'll besure tofollow theirinstagram and see what touring photographer is with
. them. That way at the actual show | know who | am looking for. Otherwise, I tryto
- stay out of everyone's way as much as| can. DO NOT hold your camera up above your

head, ifyou are in front of the Photo pit and you have photographers behind you. Do
it behind everyone, it looks amateur and it‘ll make people not like you. It's just a
matter of respect, let everyone have a chance of getting some good images, don't
make it more difficult by being negligent of the other creatorsthere.

| do sometimes get close to the band, however | usually only get on stage with the
band if | have asked them ahead of time at their Merch table or something. Because
ustially | tryto keep the stage to the band themselves, or their personal photographer,

* thatis if |am not their personal photographer.



FF: WHAT TIPS CAN YOU OFFER TO BEGINNER PHOTOGRAPHERS SPECIFICALLY
. WITH REGARDS TO CONCERT LIGHTING?

| could offer advice all day, but for the sake of this specific question let me start with
this. You need to understand the concept of white balance. | always shoot at &

~ tungsten white balance, which is 3000K. This will give you more accurate skintones |
under certain kinds of stage lights. You need to learn to shoot in fully manual.
Concert lighting is so dynamic that now auto setting can do you good like it could in
other situations. To start if you're a absolute beginner, understand the concepts of |
Shutter Speeds, Aperture, and IS0, and then learn your gear! And ALWAYS shoot

~ RAW. Never shoot Jpeg. Raw files will allow you the most room to edityour images.

“ In concert photography there is just no other way to do it. My last advice, if the
lighting is just too horrible, shoot in B&W if all else fails. | have done that many
times. And one more thing, upgrade your lens before your camera. In Concert
photography, you NEED a lens that s at the very leasta F/2.8, or faster like a /1.4 or

 F/1.2: For this, Prime Lenses are usually some of the best Glass to photograph *

. concerts with because they are some of the sharpest glass in general, and their

9 Fstop is so fast it lets you shoot at faster shutter speeds, and get sharper images in

low light as a result.

et Phatniespy

FF: WHAT KIND OF TOOLS DO YOU USE FOR POST-PROCESSING? CAN YOU
* EXPLAIN YOUR WORK FLOW?

| exclusively the adobe siite, Particularly adobe Light forconcerts. | use photoshopif =
| there is more special effects, or graphic design in mind. As far as my work flow, | have *

custorn presets that | have made that | tend to use forall of my concert photograph. =

| have them for download on mywebsite here: https:/www.ctmediaproduictions.com/presets /4

: My concert presets are named after Renegade Fest Which was the first concert | -

- made and used these presets on in post. All of my concert images are edited using

~ these presets. | realize this might seem lazy to some, however it speeds up my =
* workflow and | still edit each image individually to make sure they look their best.

““Using presets is not justslapping it on there and do nothing afterwards. =%

FF:YOU HAVE ALREADY WORKED WITH SOME OF THE BIGGEST BANDS IN MICHIGAN. |
ARETHERE ANY OTHER ARTISTS YOU ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO WORKING WITH
- AND/OR COLLABORATING WITH?

To be honest, | am just eager to work in music again, no matter who it is. | had
planned on doing a documentary project on all the local bands in Michigan but the
~ covid Hit. And | need to really emphasize how much talent is in South Eastern =
~ | Michigan Everywhere. | mean the musicians here are GREAT. | have worked with Of
~ Virtue; and have photographed Boys of Fall and Plutarch. In a perfect world what |
~ would be interested in doing is working with some producers, and other studios, or
~ even some labels. | think from there, more connections with other bands can follow. &

FF: LASTLY, WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO CONTINUE TAKING PICTURES?

Sometimes, | don’t know. | didn't wake up and profoundly decide | would do this for
~ the rest of my life. | just knew that if | were to do something, it'd have to be
- something that | love. | love Content Creation, and | love music. These times with
covid have really challenged me in ways | didn't anticipate. Only because in 1 day

my whole p[anﬁar the year was over with.

The main thing | think that keeps me taking pictures is the constant need and i
longing to hold onto something that is always slipping away. It's a feeling I-can't |
- define, and | don't even know what it is that is slipping away, it's just a feeling. The
~ little moments that make us who we are, that hint at our humanity, and humility.
~ Our passion and love for one another and interests. All these things come into
contact with each other, but we don't see it. Either becauseitis gone too soon, or we
are moving too fast to remember to look for these things. But as a photographer you

: it
~ slow down and you see these little moments others don't and you get to eternalize i lcTMEm mowwous_m e

it in a photograph to see and reflect on for the rest of your time. | mean, isn't that
amazing? All | want to do is to be a part of it. Photography makes me feel like | am.
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E\VI%H FINDS THE SHEFFIELD METALLERS WITH A musnr:n
m,mmmn. AN ALBUM THAT FANS WOULD STILL BE TALKING ABOUT -
FOR THE NEXT FEW YEARS.

STORIES, WE RECENTLY HAD THE PLEASURE TO CHAT
mm‘sm SLEEPS FRONTMAN LOZ TAYLOR, CHECK IT OUT HERE! |
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FF: YOU'VE JUST RELEASED YOUR FIFTH
STUDIO ALBUM SLEEPS SOCIETY, HOW
DOES IT FEEL THAT IT IS ALREADY OUT
EVERYWHERE IN THE WORLD?

re, and the strugglesﬂﬂthave
corﬁ wm"'trylng to come to terms with a

: "n‘ig positive to focus on during
this tlme and we hope this record can be a

catalyst for positivity -for our listeners. It's
amazing mat_trmwmd naw has what we've

FF: HOW ﬂfAS THE RECORDING PROCESS
LIKE FOR éLEEPS SOCIETY?

The reco;ding process was a little difficult, the
English govemment having to change things
very frequently so at times it felt disjointed in
terms of all being in one room to create, but all in
all still a very positive process.

that the warehouse that
~ Sleeps call home is big enough for us all to be
~there and not be on top of each other so we
- were able to stay safe and still create the record.
Having a producer that we’ve worked with on
every record also helped a load he know us
knows the space we operate from and visa .

versa, so all good. We were separated when we % g
had to be and together when it made sense and T -t
_got the job done. | personally feel like if there are S _ 3 e
too many people around at times when Fra e
recording it can be counter productive so was C eGSR
good to give people breathlngroomtogetmew' A ' :

parts down. s
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FF: CAN You TELL USIMORE ABOUT THE CONCEPTUALISATION
‘OFg, THE 'NEW ALBUM? WHAT ARE_ITS - MAN LYRICAL/
| TON/SANDTHEME/S? & /

:}. ‘*‘

=

: Imtlallf we set out with ﬂh campalgn to highlight some of the
fractures that are appearing in the music industry, we feel it's getting
harder and harder for established underground artists to continue to
make a career out of what they create, which is a crazy shame, it's
something that worries us'imrhensely not only for ourselves but also
For up and coming artists: With streaming being at 95 % of all music
digested now it leaves a'Huge void in the revenue stream for artists.
When we think that this hole, over a. decade ago was filled with
everyone buying physical music, it begs the question how does the
future look for the underground genres of Punk metal, rock, hardcore
, grunge ect, that are often the life blood of a countries music scene?

~_ We have set up the Sleeps Society to counterbalance this. Sle
- ¢~Society is run thfeugh Patreon and gives the fans out there who ¢
kC N about,;&)ﬁile “Sleebs as much as we do a place where '

. We can't thank our fans'e

- way, and digest what we have wﬁ‘ﬁﬁmeam eb both
;_banﬂandfanbaseto&mceedarﬁ%rfansm 'we are
¢ nothing. Alot ofbarﬂsasay meymvéme bestfans,re)urfanbase is truly

about' yout, not iethng'éﬂlersdreg you down,

_own self worth, & belief, society, positivity-and positive outlooks of

« fuckedup situations, mental well-being , unity, community all the

~things we believe thrive in the genres we surround ourselves with. We

5 believe this record can be a positive source of listening to help drive
you through dark times but also promote positives. y

If you are not a genre snob and are open to music we feel there is
sorting in this record for everyone.

- FTREIETET
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FF: WHAT ARE THE MAIN TAKEAWAY/S YOU WANT YOUR
LISTENERS TO HAVE WITH SLEEPS SOCIETY?

~ We hope that our listeners find positivity in this record, and a
resistance not be ground down. As a band we have a lot to say
but the main things we want to have both through our fanbase
& live shows is unity. .« -

e T e [ N5

I think what we want our listeners to take from this record is that
- it's ok not to feel ok amongst other messages and we all go
~ through the shit at times, you’re not alone in this, positivity, unity
l andoorfi’m?imtyareallﬂmgsﬂusbandpndesrtselfmmdwe
hopetostﬁl’éourmus&cw@hkemmdedpeople.

i
{
g

: ThlSlsafamllynotafanbase

FF: WHILE SHE SLEEPS ISZON = 'MOST '
- SUCCESSFUL METALCORE B

HAS GOT YOU TO BE WHEHE YOU ARE RIGHT NOW'? ;

| %asalwayshadaverprGkDIYeﬂnc
. toﬁbWweoperabe,andlthlnkrt'sﬂilsﬂlatwil“seemlsband‘
evail. lbelleveﬂwt#wewemn’t__pmﬁaredto dig deep and

2 ﬁmtgfamcom I.ﬂ
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FF: OVER THE YEARS OF BEING TOGETHER, IS THERE
ANYTHING YOU COULD HAVE DONE DIFFERENTLY IN .
THE BAND? IF YOU COULD GIVE ADVICE TO YOUR
YOUNGER SELVES, WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

For me personally | would tell myself that alcohol is not
the answer and to look after my voice hahaha! A world of
pain and 3 throat surgeries later | would have to say this,
we all love to party hard and enjoy our life on the road who
wouldn’t but at times it's almost cost us this band. It can
be difficult to kick when you're constantly surmounded by
it, but 'm finally leaming to enjoy life, without being
hungover every day of my life or drinking to hide my true
feelings. Also | would tell myself that no one in business is

your friend, watch out for snakes, :
FF: ONE OF THE BEST THINGS WITH v FIL SHE
SLEEPS DURING THIS PERIOD"IS YOU'VE STARTED
YOUR PATREON WHEREIN FANS ( GAIN ACCESS
TO EXCLUSIVE PERKS AND RECEIVE AN INSIGHT AND
EVEN GIVE INPUT INTO THE RECORDING PROCESS
OF THE ALBUM. HOW DID YOU COME UP WITH THIS
IDEA?

¥
S

This idea was bom for oL "ARE WE album

campaign. We leamt a lot from funding this record - _ !
through pledge and | think this was the catalyst for where i > "' e
we're at now. We leamt that management and labels | Ty
aren't everything, and at times can definitely hinder-the - \ '
band. We also leamt that people gave a fuck about
Sleeps and wanted us to succeed and create new music =~
for years to come; a truly amazing feeling! Thisisreally . *
where | think the Sleeps Society was bom,weneedaway . .. . .
to make the You Are We campaign an ongoing venture

and one that could counterbalance flaws of this industry,
but the main thing was being able to create an interde-
pendence between fans and band. it's amazing that it's

X fmitefam .com 2 '
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\ . FF: FROM BEING IN A TOURING BAND FOR YEARS NOW
G 1, ANDHAVING A GOOD AMOUNT OF SUCCESS IN THE

et N INDUSTRY IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU'D LIKE FOR
PV - WHILE SHE SLEEPS TO ACHIEVE? WHAT ARE YOUR
; 1 RGGE : BIGGEST GOALS FOR THE BAND?

Honestly | just want for us to continue. The 14 year old me
would have probably passed out'or had a nose bleed if you'd
have told me where | am fight now!! | am so proud of the 5
guys in ﬂllsband the lads always continue to humble me with
the work ethic, it's amazing to see.

If we can continue this until 1u\ife’re old and too fucked to tour
I'll be happy!

Ll ]

.'-\ . -4 -

N\ i FF: LASTLY, ANY MESSAGE TO YOUR FANS IN THE

& PHILIPPINES WHO ARE VERY EAGER TO SEE
% YOU PERFORM LIVE?

= & Y4
Ve ~ Thankyouto ahysupportels out there we love you!
k| ~ We will try our best to come and play for you ASAP!
Keep listening & spreadir}_; _the word of While She Sleeps!!!! «
g‘ L] ik " .'-!

i’

T L So:y éLEE?s SOCIETY OUT NOw!!
fou N s N e

GET CONNECTED AND UPDATED
WHILE SHE SLEEPS:

WEBSITE: WHILESHESLEEPS.COM
FACEBOOK: @WHILESHESLEEPS

JOIN SLEEPS SOCIETY:
HTTPS//WWW. PATHEON COM/WHILESHESLEEPS

- WORDS BY: KAREN GONM '
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When looking through every heavy music junkie's list of most
anticipated albums of 2021, metalcore veterans Beartooth’s
upcoming fourth full-length is surely something that people
would not dare miss; as fans had waited about three years since
‘Disease’. ‘Below’, the new offering from the band, promises
hard-hitting bangers, and masterful instrumentation combined
with some of the darkest lyricism the band has ever written.

As we prepare to get our minds blown by the release of their new
record in June, we had the opportunity to ask Beartooth
frontman himself Caleb Shomo about all things ‘Below’!




FF: WALK US THROUGH YOUR HIGHLY
ANTICIPATED NEW ALBUM 'BELOW'. WHAT IS
THE THEME BEHIND ITAND WHAT IS ITINSPIRED
BY?

CALEB: This album is a snapshot of my mental
state throughout the pandemic. Being in a
basement writing and recording songs has
always been an essential part of Beartooth
albums, but when there wasn't a choice to even
leave the house it made things very tense. | had
to rely on myself and trust all my choices. It
made for a very difficult experience but it was
incredibly gratifying.

FF: GOING INTO THIS RECORD, | HAVE NOTICED
THATTHE FLAWLESS COMBINATION OF MELODIC,
CATCHY, AND HEAVY ARE MORE NOTABLY
HEARD. WHAT WAS THE CREATIVE MINDSET
BEHIND WRITING THIS ALBUM? WAS THE
PROCESS DIFFERENT COMPARED TO WRITING
YOUR PAST MATERIAL?

CALEB: Most of the instrumentation was written
on tours in various green rooms with the live
setting in _mind, which was a first for me.
Traditionally | only write music at home, but the
addition of a mobile studio opened up a lot of
creative doors. The lyrics were almost exclusively
written at home during the pandemic and
lockdowns. It created a lot of tension between
the music and lyrics.
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FF: WHAT IS THE MAIN TAKEAWAY YOU WANT
YOUR AUDIENCE TO GRASP UPON LISTENING TO
‘BELOW'? WHAT IS THE MESSAGE YOUR BAND
WANTS TO SPREAD?

CALEB: | want people to hear this album and think
“ok, at least | wasn't the only one losing my mind
during 2020." It's my best attempt at being as
blunt and honest about my emotional and mental
struggles throughout the year. | just hope it makes
people feel a bit less alone in that pain and struggle.

FF: WHAT MADE YOU CHOOSE ‘DEVASTATION'TO
BE THE FIRST TO REPRESENT THE ALBUM AS A
WHOLE? WHAT IS THE STORY BEHIND THE
TRACK?

CALEB: It felt like it had all of the aspects of the
album in one song. Big riffs, sing alongs, the
whole bit. Seemed like the perfect way to
introduce the world to the new album and set
the vibe.

FF: IFYOU WERETO DESCRIBE ‘BELOW' IN THREE
WORDS, ITS SOUND AND ITS MESSAGE, WHAT
WILL IT BE?

CALEB: Dark. Angry. Relentless.

finitefam.com | E‘I
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FF: IN TERMS OF THE ALBUM ARTWORK,
IT DEPICTS A NOSTALGIC 80S/90S
METAL FEEL INTO IT. WHAT WAS THE
STORY BEHIND ITS CONCEPT AND HOW
IS IT RELATED TO THE THEME OF THE
ALBUM ITSELF?

CALEB: The album was heavily influenced
by heavy metal and old doom metal so
we thought a proper metal cover was
fitting. TNSN DVSN worked with us to
bring the art to a perfect place and
capture the sound in a visual sense.
There's a lot more coming involving
visual art and concepts with this
album, just give it time.

FF: WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IS YOUR
FAVOURITE TRACK FROM THE ALBUM
AND WHY?

CALEB: For me "The Last Riff" takes the
cake. The song means a lot to me for so
many reasons. Even though there’s no
lyrics I feel like it captured the emotion of
lockdown and my personal feelings
better than words ever could.

finitefam.com
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“I just hope it 1
less alone in th:

FF: IT MUST'VE BEEN EXTRA CHALLENGING
FINISHING AN ALBUM DURING THIS TIME OF
BEING IN A WORLDWIDE PANDEMIC, WHAT
HAVE BEEN THE TRIALS YOU'VE FACED AS A
BAND WITH WRITING ‘BELOW?

CALEB: The isolation was a huge hurdle to
jump. It made for a tough environment to
trust, but | had to push through it all I could. |
learned to trust my decisions and push
myself to try things I never would have in any
other situation.

ople feel a bi:
and struggle.

FF:  ASIDE FROM THE BRAND NEW
SMASHING ALBUM, WHAT ELSE CAN
YOUR  LISTENERS EXPECT FROM
BEARTOOTH IN THE NEAR FUTURE?

CALEB: Hopefully we will be back on the
road soon! That's the main thing we're
hoping for. We miss rocking out more than
anything and | know when we get back to
it we will be sending it 110% every night.

finitefam.com I Eﬂ
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In the age of social media, it is easier to reach
your target audience, so make sure you have
consistent content, engage with your listeners
while trying to reach new ones. There's so much
you can do for content and it varies on what you
want to do, but some examples would be: Cover
videos, Guitar playthroughs, Funny skits or
TikToks, Unreleased song teasers, etc.

Beat the algorithms, learn what time/s it is right
for you to post. Learn your audience, pay attention
to what kind of content they want, consider their
suggestions/comments, and follow through.
Invest in running some ads on your new releases.
Making connections is key, so meet people from
around the world who are in the industry or are
interested in your type of music--and what's a
great and inexpensive way to meet people from
around the world? That's right, through SOCIAL
MEDIA! T

Whet
manager,
manager,

good opportumtles.

with your marketing.

s ye will get you .
gﬁge;randing. Be hands-on

» and other materials D
and we won't
still constantly <
rsfhelping out
we fi !
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er

them Wi
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have to ASK!

At the end of the day, even if you take time to
market your music, your career won't set off if
you have low quality music. Hire a music producer
you trust. Practice and master your craft. Invest in
great instruments and equipment. Don’t settle
for adequate or fine, aim for “very good”.

7 Even if you make a lot of connections in the
A industry or know a lot of people, these won't be

b % enough to break through. You've got to make

be_mgers. You've got to make music that people
will care about.
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TRACK BY TRACK

‘A CONVERSATION WITH EVIU

STORY BEHIND THE ALBUM COVER:

WE STARTED OUT BY SPECIFYING THE ART DIRECTION, WHICH WE TRIED
TO MAKE THEM DIFFERENT FOR EACH ALBUM.

FOR THIS ALBUM, WE TOOK THE INSPIRATION FROM THE CONCEPTS OF
EVERY SONG, THE DEPRESSION AND GRIEVE, AND TURNED THEM INTO THE
OIL PAINTING ARTWORK WITH ROUGH BRUSH STROKE, DULL COLOR TONE
AND POST-APOCALYPTIC OBJECTS / COMPOSITIONS.

THE ARTWORK REFLECTS THE IMPERFECT AND FAULTY OF HUMAN.

ALBUM CONCEPT:

WE'VE LEARNED FROM OUR LAST EP AND USED THE EXPERIENCES TO FILL
THE GAP THAT WE WERE MISSING AND TAKE THIS ALBUM A HUGE STEP
FORWARD, SONICALLY AND EMOTIONALLY, WE ALSO WANTED TO TRY SOME
NEW THINGS THAT WE'VE NEVER DONE BEFORE. IT WAS KIND OF A BIG
CHALLENGE FOR US. YOU PROBABLY WOULD THINK SOME SONGS SOUND
SOFTER, BUT ACTUALLY IN THE PROCESS OF MAKING THEM, THE EMOTIONS
AND ALL THE MEANINGS THAT WE PUT IN ARE SO MUCH HEAVIER THAN THE
MUSIC ITSELF.

THE MESSAGE WE WANT TO CONVEY IS THAT THE SOUND DOESN'T ALWAYS
DEFY THE HEAVINESS OF MUSIC, BUT IT'S ABOUT THE EMOTION AND
MEANING BEHIND IT. THE CONCEPT OF THIS ALBUM |5 ABOUT LIVING WITH
GRIEVANCE AND DISAPPOINTMENT IN YOUR LIFE; TO BE ABLE TO LIVE WITH
THESE THINGS, ONE HAS TO FORCE THEMSELVES TO TALK TO THE EVIL
INSIDE THE HEAD, SO THAT'S HOW IT BECAME THE NAME OF THIS ALBUM
'A CONVERSATION WITH EVIL'

TRACK NAME: A CONVERSATION WITH EVIL

Starting to question yourself: “Would God consider a flawed one
like me a human?”

We wanted to make a connection between this track and the last
track of the album (An evil aftermath). Actually, this is the last track
that we finished because we wanted to conclude all the messages
into this track as an introduction of what you are going to hear in
this album.

We used to write heavy intro tracks, but we wanted to try
something new for this album with sadness and depression that
we've experienced.

-

TRACK NAME: CLOSER TO THE EDGE

“When your feeling falls deep down to the bottom and it's
about to explode, has the person you consider an
important one ever considered you the same?”

The music part conveys the same message with the lyrics.
For those who want to unleash the furious or whatever

‘inside their minds that drive them nuts, this track fits
them well. There are parts you can enjoy, there are also
heavy parts, catchy hook and modern metalcore riffs. You
can hear Chords Tension Harmony in the hook and Penta-
tonic Melody building strong emotions before the Guitar
solo hit your face.

Variety of drum grooves are also the highlight for the
track, bounce beat to blast beat before the breakdown
tears everything with 32 notes double bass drum straight
right to your ears.

* TRACK NAME: SCARS AND WOUNDS

“I have nothing left but wounds and emptiness, Stop
stabbing me with silence.”

We've taken the inspiration from the track ‘Home' with
the task of how to make this track easy to digest,
enjoyable but still rock hard

In the same time, the feeling we've put into, the chord
progression and ambient melody are all filled with
melancholy and sadness, which we meant to make
them contrast.
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TRACK NAME: DAMAGE CONTROL

“When life is suffering, When no cholce s also a choice.
It's time to cut it loose before things get worst."

Since we grew up with Nu Metal, it will always somehow stick with us.
That 's why we wrote this song with that feeling.

The drum groove is fully shaded with Nu Metal style with a tint of Metalcore]|
while the guitar riffs and chord progression are Modern Metalcore style but|
still you will find a heavy enjoyable breakdown. .

We added Synthesizer sound to make this track more interesting. An bt
not least, the highlight of this song has to be ‘Masato’, the vocalist of ‘Coldrain”

a top tier Loud Rock band from Japan, who prowded distinctive’ ‘Vocafs and e

completed the song as we wanted it to be,

TRACK NAME: LEVELING GOD

“Some people are playing God and judging others. Is it the right

i
This track is like a sequel to the EP Deceiver / Believer where we take the i'da
emotion and feeling from it and expand further. For the instruments part, we

followed the footsteps of the tracks like ‘Finish him’, 10 dimeés!{*Deceiver

Believer’ with Low tunes sound from 8 and 9 strings guitar along with

Whammy effect plus the diminished chords that give Dissonant sound. All J

together you get a crazy nervous breakdown track. The down tempo part in
the end finishes this track aggressively as the message to challenge the
mighty one above.

TRACK NAME: DISCONNECTED

“When our heart is shattered into pieces, that's enough. When someone who
we look up to never care about us, then we should cut loose.”

If you like the heaviness like '‘Deceiver [ Believer' and ‘Holy Gravity' you
probably like this track. There are Hardcore elements in it, it's heavy and fast
blends with Electronic Beat that gives you ‘The Prodigy’ vibe, but the hook
part is still eatchy. Guitar and Bass riffs reminds you of New School Hardcore
with Whammy effect pops up along the song creating creepy atmosphere.
Drum in fast tempo, complex fill-in and breakdown but also complicated.
This one was made for you, Metal Head.

TRACK NAME: HOLY GRAVITY

i1 “Gravity, the force that brings everything down to the ground, as a comparison

to obstacle, pressure and expectation that we face. Will we surrender to it or
stand up and move forward?"

Most of our songs have a breakdown part in the middle, so we tried a different

~way this time, just going full blast from the beginning to the end non-stop.
‘Just the last part of the song that we put the Breakdown to it and let our
\lguest, ‘CJ McMahon' of Thy Art Is Murder, the world famous Deathcore band,

o fill the gap. We added the heaviness to the sound by using 8 and 9 strings
guitar to provide a ‘Low tunes' sound. Horror film fans will prabably love this
track by the ambient sound we used. So if you are a fan of Low tunes
Metalcore and Deathcore, this is your ride,

TRACK NAME: HOME

“When you feel hopeless, eventually every one of you will find something to
hald of to land keep you mave ferward, probably your friend, lover, family or
even a thing."

‘Home' was the starting point in finding our new direction and perspective
and it made us go beyond our limits. As you see, we've tried new vocal
techniques, including rapping. Also the guitar riffs are not complicated at all

" but still maintain the heaviness. There's also clean guitar that supports and

makes the vocals part outstanding. Bass and drum also keepa low profile here
but focus on grooving. With the idea of keeping the song simple leads to the
making of the songs like 'Secars and Wounds' and ‘An evil aftermath’

The Nu Metal esque in this track is of course the outcome of growing up with
the Nu Metal era with the mixing of modern Metal sound. And what makes the
track perfect is the appearance of 'UrboyTd' one of the most outstanding
rappers in Thailand, who contributes such a unique rhyme in the song.

TRACK NAME: AN EVIL AFTERMATH
“We are all human. We are not perfect, we make mistakes™

The concept was to make the ending track that is simple but full of emotions
but still heavy. We added the woman chorus and designed it to alternate with
the main vocals to relate with the art concept of the album cover. So it sounds
like you are talking with the sound in your head.

What is so special and challenging about this track is the string orchestra
sound that we've never tried before. And when it blends with the synthesizer
sound, it creates the modern sound to the song. We've put so many layers in
this track, more than any others songs that we've ever made. That's why this
track is the conclusion of this album.
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] AN Unexpected Reality
‘ Gatecraﬁper
‘ é‘r- ¥ . ‘ Review by Ali Aldaba

Last anuam Gamcreeper a death metal band from the USA, surprised their
.fans by releasing a new eight-track EP, “An Unexpected Réallty" without any
pramotions or teasers. Their brand of death metal minimizes progressive and
technical elements in favor of more aggressive elements. It bears similarities to
those of Swedish death metal bands due to hardcore punk influences such as
d-beats. Interestingly, almost.all the songs on the EP are short bursts of unre-
strained fury, except for one gargantuan beast of a track §"Emptiness”).

Three major strengths can be fou'nd within the EP. First, the sound of the drums
in the mix is brutal because it is neither compressed nor synthetic. Second, the
band mefmbers prove that their music can express not only rage, but misery as
well. And third is the performance of the vocalist sounding consistently furious
and tormented as he uses different styles of harsh vocals.

Unfortunately, weaknesses can be found on the EP as well. Some of the songs
are just way too short to be completely enjoyed. Listeners deserve to violently

+ bang their heads for a slightly longer time. Despite these flawg, it is still highly
recommended to experienced extreme music fans who enjoy listening to the
pessimistic and aggressive side of death metal. However, it is not recommend-
ed as a starting point to people who want to get into the band. Listeners who are
not familiar with the band might find the song lengths way too unusual. Instead,
their previously released studio albums, “Sonoran Deprivation” and “Deserted”,
are much more recommended as starting points.

For fans of: Enfombed, Dismember, Frowning

Favorite Tracks: Sick of Being Sober, Imposter Syndrome, Amputation, Empliness

SCORE: e, ", "Re, "he N |
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SUCKAPUNCH
You Me At Six

Review by: Alekss Blinnikovs

After sharpening their edges and diving into the deep world of experi-
mentation with VI, the Surrey-based alternative rock powerhouse have
returned with a vengeance and just released their most eclectic and ex-
perimental album to date. SUCKAPUNCH holds up to its name as a
fierce statement of band’s never-ending ambition and a middle finger to
everyone who has counted them out in the past.

Filled with dozens of grooves, hooks for days and energy off the charts,
it flawlessly defies all genre boundaries and draws a variety of influenc-
es from R&B, dance, hip-hop and electronic flourishes. All of it while re-
taining the band’s signature edge and delivering it all in a hectic and
masterfully crafted package, sealed with angst, poise, firepower and un-
deniable swagger.

British rock is thriving like never before and You Me At Six are here to
stay, once again establishing themselves as some of the most remarka-

SCORE: NN MN NN

ble, ambitious and successful modern acts there is to offer.

For fans of: Mayday Parade, DON BROCQ, The Prodigy
Favorite Tracks: Nice To Me, Glasgow, WYDRN

Kill Grid
Enforced

Review by James D. Clark

Ever since Power Trip had blown open the hardcore scene with the
newly revitalized style of crossover thrash, bands young and old alike
have been clamoring to recreate that power in their own style. Many
have fried to reach that pedestal, and yet few have come as far as En-
forced has.

Kill Grid is only the sophomore album of the Richmond thrashers and
yet this band has already developed a fully realized and mature sound
that is as much of an homage to thrash legends of old as it is them cre-
ating their own pedestal to stand on despite being such a young, small
presence themselves.

A vitriolic mix of some of the fastest technical thrash and teeth-break-
ing hardcore, Enforced have delivered one of the first real gems of
2021 from a band that not many know about upon their release. With
their solos and riffs alone, this band is more than capable of being a
future metal star of speed and power.

For fans of: Judiciary, Power Trip, Slayer

Favorite Tracks: Hemorrhage, Kill Grid, Malignance
Review by: James D. Clark
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